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MARYLAND GAZETTE, i

Containing the lateft Advices foreign and domeftic.

THURSDAY, May 6, 1762.

His Excellency Governor SHARPE's Meflage,
in Anfwer to the Addrefs printed in our lat
GAZETTE. .

Gentlemen of the Lower Houfe of Affembly,
INCE 1find by the Addrefs you prefented
_to me laft Saturday, that there are fome

among you who feem determined to mif-
conltrue whatever I can fay or do, it will
give me no Concern to know, that my

Condu@ does not mect with the Approbation of

thofe Men ; but that fuch of you as have not fhut

your Eyes againft Truth, may be more fully in-
formed of the Difingenuity of thofe Gentlemen,
and their unreafonable Attempts, on more Occa-

fions than one, I muft beg your Patience while I

trouble you with a Narrative of fome of their

former Proceedings.

The Eatl of Loudouz, Commander in Chief of
his Majefty’s Forces on this Continent, having in
March 1757, fignified to the Governors of the
neighbouring Colonies and myfelf, that agreeable
to a Plan which his Majefty had approved of, the
greateft Part of the King's Regular Troops in
America, were to be employed the enfuing Cam-
paign to the Northward, and that for the Defence
and Security of the Southern Colonies, he pro-

ofed to leave one Battalion of the Royal American

egiment, befides his Majefty’s Three Indepen-

- dent Companies that were in Soutb-Carolina, and

that he thought it neceffary for the better Security
of the faid (%olonies, that they fhould themfelves
furnith 3800 Men, wiz. Pennfylvania 1400, Ma-
ryland 500, Pirginia 1000, Nurth-Carolina 4co,
and’ Soxtb-Carolina 500: That one Half of the
abovementioned Battalion, zoo of the Men that
were to be furnithed by the Province of Pennjyl-
waria, 400 of the Pirginia Troops, and 200 of
the Soldiers that were, according to his Lordthip’s
Propofition, to be raifed in North-Carolina, fhould
be fent to South-Carofina, there to a& in Con-
jun&ion with the 500 Men that were to be furnith-
ed by that Government, and the abovementioned
Independent Companies; that the relt of the
Troops which fhould be raifed and fupported by
North-Carolina, Virginia, and Pennfylvania, fhould
be employed for the Defence of thofe Colonies,
in fuch Manner as his Lordfhip, or the Officer
that he fhould leave with the other Five Compa-
nies of the Royal American Battalion, to command

" them, fhould think fit; and that the whole 500

Men, which this Province was required and ex-
peéted to furnith, fhould be employed for the im:
mediate Prote®ion of our Frontier Inhabitants ;
I met the General Affembly of this Province the
8th of Apri/, and communicated to both Houfes
the Plan which had been concerted for the Security
of the Southern Colonies, and recémmended it to
them to provide for the Support of the Number
of Men that were required as the Quota of this
Province, which they did before the End of the
Seflion, by appropriating to that Ufe what remain-
ed of the Money which had been granted the
Year before for his Majefty’s Service. On the
12th of April/ (which was before the Bill for ma-
king fuch an Appropriation was framed) I fent
the Lower Houfc a Meflage to inform them, that
the Virginia Troops which had been fome Time
pofted at Fort Cumberland, had reccived Orders to
evacuate that Place, and to embark for Seuth-Ca-
rolina, and that Captain Dagworthy (vho was the
eldeft Officer in the Maryland Forces) had there-
vpon marched with a Detachment of thofe Forces,
to garrifon that Fort, the Earl of Leudoun baving
thought that Step neceffary, and for his Majefty’s
Service. 1y

On the 16th of Apri/, it was Refolved by the
then Lower Houfe, * That a Number not ex-
“ ceeding 5co Men (including Officers and tbofe
* already raifed) fhould be kept in Pay for his
“ Majefty’s Service, and for the more immediate

% Prote&tion and Defence of this Province.” . A
Bill was accordingly brought in, and paffed both

Houfes ; but while it lay before me for my Perufal
and Confideration, I was told by feveral Gentle-
men, that thofe who had penned fome Claufes of
it, wherein the Word Frontier was ufed, feem’d
to have been ftudious to lay a Foundation for Dif-
putes ; that while fome infifted that by tbat Word
was meant the Boundary or Limits of the Province,
or at leaft the moft diftant Part of it that had been
fettled before the War broke out, others alledged
that by the Word Frontier was intended or pointed
out, that Part of the Country where the Weftern-
moft Plantations, which were then occupied, lay,
and gave it as their Opinion, that if any of the
Troops were pofted at, or marched to, any Place
beyond Fort Frederick, and not out of the Province,
the Agents ought not to pay or victual them.

As I was extremely anxious to avoid and re-.
move every Thing that might poffibly caufe Mif-
underftandings, and become Occafion of Difpute
afterwards between the Aflembly and Myfelf, be-
tween the Officer that fhould be appointed to Com-
mand the Troops and the Agents, between the
Agents and Myfelf, and in fhort between any Per-
fons whatever that might be concerned with the
faid Troops, I intimated to one of the Agents,
(who being a Member of the Lower Houfe was
then in Town) my Defire to fpeak with him, and
upon his complying with my Requeft, I afked him,
Whether he fhould think himfelf impowered by
the Bill, which had then paffed both Houfes, to
vi@ual and pay any of the 500 Men that fhould
be pofted at Fort Cumberland, and whether he
thought that Part of the Bill, which I was inform-
ed had been the Subje& of Converfation and Dif-
pute, was fufficiently clear and explicit? The
Gentleman’s Anfwer was to this Effeét, That fome
Members of the Houfe were of Opinion, that the
Agents would be. at Liberty to pay fuch Troops,
while others faid that the Bill vefted them with no
fuch Power; but that when the Bill was Enacted
into a Law, he fhould be for taking Advice thereon.
When I perceived that the Gentleman avoided
giving a dire& Anfwer to the Queftion I had afked
him, I thought the only Way Ieft for me to have
the Matter cleared up, fo that both the Agents and
Myfelf might know the Senfe of the Houfe, was
to fend them a Meflage, which, with the Appro-
bation of that Gentleman, I accordingly did in

the following Words :

¢ Gentlemen, As 1 obferve that the Word Frentier fre-
«¢ quently occurs in the Bill, entituled, An A& fer bis Ma-
«t jefly's Service, and the more immediate Defence and Prote&lion
« o{ the Frenticr Inbabitants of this Province, which has been
« Framed by you this Seffion, and having received the Con-
e currence of the Upper Houfe, now lies for my Affent;
¢¢ and as it has been a Queftion, what Part of the Province
« is to be underflood by that Word, I muft defire you to
« give me your Senfe of the Word, and particularly what
«¢ Part of Marylard you defigned by it in the following Claufe
«t of the abovementioned Bill 3 And be it furtber Enafled,
«¢ That the faid Five Hundred Men, or fo many of them as fball
¢t beat any Time in the Pay of this Province, except fuch Num-
¢« ber as may be neceffary to be left at Fort Frederick, fball be
¢ employed in Rarging abeut the Frontier tbmf/‘, or the Quict
¢ ard Protegtion of tbe Inbabitants, Previded always, ard be
¢ jt Enafted, That when, upon any Emergency, bis Majefly's
¢« Commander in Chicf, or Perfon pr:}vrﬁ autborized, fBall
¢« judge it expedient to march any Part of the faid Five Hundred
¢ "Men from the Frontier of this Province, then and in fuch
¢ Cafe, fo many of the aforefaid Men fball be left at Fort Fre-
¢¢ derick, under a pr ommand, as the Governor or Com-
¢ mander in Chief of this Province, for the Time being, fball
¢ judge neceffary for the more immediate Defence and Protegtion
< of ‘the Frontier Inbabitants thereof."

_ This Meflage having been Read in the Lower
Houfe, it was, as appears by the Journal, there-
upon. ordered, :3“ the following Addrefs fhould
be prefented to me, by Way of Anfwer:

¢ [t gives us the greateft Concern to find your fecond
¢ MefTage of this Afternoon, fo unprecedented, that we
« conceive we cannot, without departing from the eftablifth-
¢« ed Mode of Proceeding, give any other Anfwer to it, than
¢ that it is Unparliamentary.”” [

Which convinced me, that while I was ftadious
to preferve a right Underftanding with the Affem-
bly, there were fome at leaft in the Lower Houlfe,
who confidered more how a Foundation might bs

then laid for a Rupture at a futare Seffion ; never-
thelefs as I perceived they were determined not to
come to any Explanation, I gave my Affent to the
Bill, and the next Day iflued Commiffions for
raifing the additional Companies. Finding after-
wards, that the Agents made fome Difficulties
about paying thofe of the Troops which were in
Garrifon at Fort Cumberland, 1 wrote to the Earl
of Loudoun, and the King’s Officer who then com.
manded in this Part of the Continent, defiring
t}xcm to order fome other Troops thither, to re-
lieve Capt. Dagavorthy’s; but my Requeft was not
complx'ed with, and the Agents, on farther Con-
fideration, thought it their Duty to iflae Pay tor
that Garrifon as long as they had Money in their
Hands. Having on the 15th of O&ober (1757)
fent to the Lower Houfe, which was then fitting,
the following Meflage,
“ Gentlemen, Finding by a Letter that T received this
Morning from Captain Dagwsortby, that the Gariifon of
Fort Cumberland is in Want of Provifions, I advifed the
Agents thereof, and recommended it to them to o:der
‘¢ a Supply thither as foon as poffible. In Anfwer to e
Letter that I writ to thofe Gentlemen on this Occa-
fion, they tell me, that as the Money which was ap-
£ propriated by the A& of Affembly paiTed laft Seffion, is
entirely expended, it.is not in their Power to make any
farther Provifion for the Troops in the Pay of this Province,
The evil Confequences that muft naturally follow the
Troops being refufed Provifions, are fo obvious, that you
cannot help perceiving them ; and therefore I thall orly de-
¢¢ fire youto take this Matter intoimmediate Confideration.*®

-They, on the 19th, were pleafed to fend me
this polite Anfwer:
¢ May it pleafe your Excellency, We cannot help expref-
fing our Surprize, that you fhould recommend it to the
Agents, to order a Supply of Provifions to a Garrifon at
Fort Cumberlazd. Had they in their Hands ever fo much
of the Money appropriated by the A& of Affembly paffed
lat Seffion, they undoubtedly would not have laid out
any of it in Supplies to a Garrifon, ftationed contrary to
¢¢ the plain Deftination of all the Forces raifed and to be
¢¢ fupported by that Law. And if any evil Confequences
¢ have heretofore or may hereafter follow a Want of fuch
¢ Supplies, let thofe anfwer for them who have, contiary
‘¢ to Law, been the Means of flationing Tronps where they
‘ had no Authority to place them, and for Want of whoic
¢ Service, onthe Duty affigned them by Law, :* - Frontier
‘¢ Inhabitants of this Province have been expoied :.. }.= In-
¢ curfions of their cruel and favage Enemies.”” ’

By Way of Reply to this Addrefs, and to ca.
force my Meflage of the 15th, I, on the 21,
fent the Houfe the following :

¢ Gentlermen, 1 know not how great your Surprize may be
¢ at my recommending it to the Agents to fend a freth Sup-
«¢ ply of Provifions to the Troops at Fort Cumberlard ; but K
affure you mine would have been very great if they had
¢¢ urged any Thing but the Want of Money in Excufe for
¢¢ not having immediately complied with my Requeft. The-,
¢ Agents Accounts will, I fuppofe, fhew you, that they
¢t have hitherto furnithed thofe Troops with Provifians
¢ and they will, I prefume, if called upen, infurm you, that
¢¢ they have been well advifed the Law made it their Duty
¢ to fupply them fo long as any of the Money, which was
¢¢ appropriated by the A& pafled laft Seffion, remained un-
¢« expended. I am forry you fhould queftion the Earl of
¢¢ Leudsun's Authority to place in Fort Cumber/ard any of the
¢ Men that were raifed here, in Confequence of his Requifi-
¢ tion: I am fatisfied that kis Lordfhip was by his Majefty’s
¢ Commiffion, as well as by our A& of Affembly, impow-
¢ ered to do fo ; and however it may become you, I do rot
s¢ think it was my Duty to declare, that they thould not be
¢ employed in fuch a Manner as the Commander in Chief
¢¢ of all his Majefty’s Forces in America thought moft condu-
¢« cive to his Majefty’s Service. As it is notorious that
¢¢ while Numbers of People have been cut off in the Two
¢ Neighbouring Provinces, we have only loft Tews or Three
¢s Perfons at moft, exclufive of Soldiers, and their Auwtendants,
¢« and that our People owe their Prefervation in great Mea-
¢ fure to the Difpofition that the Earl of Loud:un was pleafed
¢ to make of cur Forces, I am furprized at your faying that
¢ for Want of tbeir Service, the Frontier Inhabitants have
¢ been expofed to the Incuifions of their cruel and favage
« Enemies: But if you complain fo grievoufly of the Ear) of
¢t Loudoun's having ordered a Part of our Troops to Garrifen
¢« a Fort withia the Province, What Anfwer might his
¢« Lordfhip have expe@ed, if, when he gave Orders tor fome
¢ of the Troops that were raifed in Nereb-Carolina, Virgi-
¢ pja, and Pennfylvaria, to embark for Sou:b-Carclina, he
‘¢¢ had required us likewife to fend a Company or Two thi-
¢ ther ? Asl perfuade myfelf, Gentlomer, that you would
¢« not choofe to diftinguith yourfelves by obfruling the
¢ Meafures, that the General whom his Majefty hasintrust-
¢ ed wizh tke Command of all his Forces in .dmerica thinks
¢ it for his Majsily’s Service to putflue, 1 hope you will oo
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